Window on Architects: Brawer & Hauptman, Architects i

From its new home on the edge of Chinatown,
this Center City firm turns the dreams of a
diverse group of clients into reality.

Hauptman, AIA — two graduates from the Penn

Architecture Program — founded Brawer &
Hauptman, Architects. After gaining experience in
adaptive/reuse during the rehab boom of the early
1980, the partners anticipated that these projects
would become the focus of the fledgling practice.
Unfortunately, the 1986 Tax Act effectively ended
that type of project for architects and their developer
clients. As a result, the new firm discovered that their
carcfully considered business plan was obsolete
before it was implemented.

I n the fall of 1986, Dave Brawer. AlA, and Mike

Ode Si. Augustine's Church, Fourth Street and
Benjamin Franklin Bridge, Philadelphia

From this unpromising beginning gréew Brawer &
Hauptman, Architects. Now vibrant and growing, the
firm has a mostly institutional clientele. Religious,
educational and medical projects account for
approximately 80 percent of the firm’s work. The
“chient” for these projects 15 often volunteer building
commiltees with little experience in designing and
constructing buildings. As a result, the architects
have developed a methodology that allows for a great
deal of discussion and education to occur in the early
phases of the project. The partners have discovered
that this aspect of their practice—onc that is often
avoided by other design professionals — s one of the
most satisfying things that they do.

It is also a forum that can sometimes be astonishingly
diverse. The firm has worked for most of the
protestant denominations on projects that have
ranged from master planning a Christian education
center for an evangelical suburban church to the
restoration of a fire damaged historic church for an

During June, see the work of Brawer
& Hauptman, Architects, in the
window of the AIA Bookstore &

Design Center at 17th & Sansom.

Private Residence, Los Angeles, CA

inner-city, African-American parish. They have helped
Jewish congregations of every persuasion and also
enjoy a long association with the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia. On a typical day, the partners have found
themselves discussing the proper layout of a Catholic
chapel with a room full of nuns in the moming and the
design of a new ark that will house the torah scrolls
with an orthodox rabbi in the evening.

Throughout all these projects, they have discovered that
the principles of good design remain constant. Brawer
& Hauptman 15 rooted in the belief that good design
begins and ends with the ability to listen to the client
and to discover and understand what his or her needs
really are.

This lesson has served the firm well in the other areas of
its practice. The firm has maintained ongoing relation-
ships with several Philadelphia area medical institu-
tions. Brawer & Hauptman has also com-

Gloucester County Community Church, Christian
Education Building, Sewell, NJ

Brawer & Hauptman also does an occasional
residential project. The award winning adaptive
reuse of a Beaux Arts bank on Capitol Hill into a
residence resulted in an Architectural Digest
feature and, as a result, the firm’s brush with

“the rich and famous"™ —the renovation of a
sprawling Beverly Hills mansion for an Academy
Award winning actress. The firm's vicarious
association with Hollywood contineed when their
restoration of S1. Augustine’s Church in Philadel-
phia was prominently featured in the film “The
Sixth Sense.”

Most recently, the firm has focused much of its
design efforts on a project particularly close to
home —the design of its own offices in a lofi
building in Chinatown. The move out of the
firm’s Old City home of 12 years allowed the firm
the rare treat of being both architect and client.
The result, arrived at after an intra-office design
competition, is a playful combination of curving
cormugated metal soffits, aluminum storefront,
floating ceilings and sweeping views of Center
City. The new office provides an appropriate
setting for the next phase in the growth of this
continually evolving firm.

pleted multiple projects with several private
colleges. It 1s at these schools that the partners
often find themselves able to return to their
first love—the restoration and adaptive reuse
of historic structures. At Bryn Mawr College
they successfully transformed an old farm
building into the expanded Child Study
Institute, while at Washington College
(Chestertown, MD) they renovated the
abandoned boiler house into the Constance
Stuart Larmabee Ars Center. Presently “on the

boards™ (or, more accurately, “on the
screens”) 15 the renovation of the histonc
botler house at Swarthmore College.

Maria de los Santos Health {,enr.er Fifth and Allegheny,
Philadelphia
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